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Sociological Analysis of the Egyptian Constitution (2012)

A comparative study of Al —Ahram and Al Masry Al- Youm
Newspapers

Hany Khamis Ahmed Abdou

Abstract

This research aimed to recognize the features of the Egyptian
constitution of (2012) in the wake of the 25% January Revolution. To
achieve this objective, this research attempted to address the following
questions:

1. What is the constructive context of the Constituent Assembly of
formulating the constitution?

2. What are the most prominent articles and components of the
Constitution and their relation to human rights?

3. Did the attitudes and stances of citizens towards the Constitution
differ through percentages of participation in the referendum
process and the rates of voting: yes or no?

4. What are the visions proposed regarding the features of the
Egyptian society after the endorsement of the Constitution?

5. Does the discourse reflect contrasting ideological attitudes
towards the Constitution?

The present study depended on the discourse analysis method
through comparing how the Ahram and Al-Masry Al-Youm
newspapers tackled this issue due to their different ideological
attitudes. Some recommendations could be made:

1. The discourse of the Ahram and Al-Masry Al-Youm newspapers
regarding the preparation for the Constitution addressed the
concept and importance of the Constitution. However, the
discourse of the Ahram newspaper reviewed the hoped-for
features of the Constitution. This may be attributed to the
optimistic tendency and preparation of the public opinion for the
hoped-for the future through reliance on national newspapers.

2. The discourse of the Ahram Newspaper highlighted the standard
role of the Constituent Assembly and its role in formulating the
Constitution by familiarizing the reader with its role. This
discourse may also be ascribed to the realization of the Ahram
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newspaper of the social responsibility of national newspapers.
The discourse of Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper leveled
criticism at the Constitutional Court because it took much time
to invalidate the work of the Constituent Assembly. This
discourse may reflect the liberal orientation of Al-Masry Al-
Youm newspaper versus the conservative orientation of the
discourse of the Ahram newspaper.

. The discourse of the Ahram newspaper was similar to that of Al-
Masry Al-Youm in that they both criticize the formation of the
Constituent Assembly and its internal work, which had both
opponents and proponents.

. The discourse of the Ahram newspaper touched on the soft
powers of the Egyptian State, represented in art, culture, and
intellectnal leadership. It also tackled the peaceful rotation of
power and the Political Ostracization Law, This may reflect the
interest of national newspapers in advantages rather than
disadvantages.

. The discourse of the Ahram newspaper addressed various views
and visions after the formulation of the Constitution, This phase
was viewed as an optimistic one.

Key words:
Egyptian Constitution — referendum — 25" January
Revolution — discourse analysis
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